
    

 

 

Conflict – look closer 
 

We have a global crisis. 

More than 1.5 billion live in countries affected by violent conflict – that’s one in four people. 

Armed conflict is shattering communities…forcing people to flee their homes… destroying 
livelihoods …and blocking access to health and education.  

The result? .. cycles of suffering, poverty injustice, and more violence. 

To build peace, we need to take a closer look at CONFLICT.  

Current approaches aren’t working. 

Military responses alone do not provide solutions. 

Worldwide investment in development, diplomacy and peacebuilding falls dramatically behind 
military expenditure.  

We seem unable to protect people, or to prevent war or resolve conflicts peacefully.  

Conflicts  are viewed in an over-simplistic way. 

Responses are often short-term … and decisions made remotely - without involving the people 
affected. 

But CONFLICTS are COMPLEX …  

Conflict looks very different up close .…. look behind the headlines, and you gain insight .. 
appreciate the complexities. 

You can see it’s not just about states and governments but about people and their communities.  

All conflicts have a local face. 

That’s why it takes long-term collaboration between people with different skills and 
perspectives, working together at different levels, to find alternatives to violence and build a just 
and sustainable peace. 

There are thousands of people working for peaceful change right now, and organisations like 
Conciliation Resources are working with them. 

We bring people together and help them resolve their differences…  through dialogue and 
mediation.  

We help communities talk to politicians and other decision-makers. 

We challenge dangerous stereotypes, foster understanding and use our expertise and 
resources to help others work towards peace. 



 

 

We are working hard to ensure that people in the middle of conflict – including women, young 
people and minorities – have their say 

If we remember that no conflict is clear-cut … and each has its own dynamic… 

If we look past today and tomorrow, into the future, committed to collaboration and 
understanding … 

We can find NEW WAYS to end and prevent wars. And step-by-step, we can build peace.  

It’s time to take peacebuilding seriously.  

Look closer, and help people resolve conflicts peacefully. 

Conciliation Resources. 

Share this film  

Learn more at c-r.org 

Support our work  


